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Quilting with glass, cedar and fir: 
A workshop and studio in Rossland, BC 

ROBERT BARNSTONE 
Washington State University 

It is unusual to think alrout architecture in the same terrni as 
we ~ o u l d  think about nlalting a quilt - seuing together pat( he- 
of unrelated material,. often bcrap. in a collage-like juxtaposi- 
tion-but quilting describes the \+a!> in \<hich the nark- 
shop/itudio project in Roisland. BC uac deiigned and (on-  
structed. 

The project took a ramhhaclde. collapsirlg old trucli ~ o r k s h o p  
and trarhforrned it into a winterized. hahitable artist's studio. 

The original strut turr  \+as a mood post ant1 beam. ~ o o d  clad 
shed \\it11 fourteen-foot high ceiling-. ai  flat roof. an oil pit and 
tuo p l ~ ~ \ o o d  panel barn doors on the front inan) of the rafters 
and rnurh of thy exterior wood sl~eatllir~g uas rotten: the entire 
hu i ld in~  u a i  leaning at a 10- degree angle to one side. The first 
challenge \\ah to decide what could be aahaged and then to 
decide hou  to in( orporate nex\ cori~truction into the exibting 
structure. The technique \\as. from the start. thr  seuing 
together of old and new. collagirig of h n d  and sal\aged 
materials \\ith pre-existing ones. The concrete four~dation \\all$. 
the large supporting posts and the ridge beam \<ere all in fine 
condition and t ould he haled. lfter closer inspection. Me 
disrovered that the rafters \+ere rotting at their otter e d p .  4 e 
realized that the rot Mas being caused h j  the excesbixe amounts 
of water rolling off the flat roof during the spring melt. B, 
stitcliing rafter extensions onto the ends of the old rafters. \\e 
made the o~erhangs  1nut11 longer so that %hen the mo\\ melts. 
the \later does not fall against the shed. 

The front facade is made of rec!cled glass and surplus windows 
purchased from a local custorrl \+indon fabricator. Both the 
steel frame for the two glass doorb. and the facade. \+ere 
designed like a quilt \those outer dimensions and component 
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'The 4de  and bath valls Mere constructed using sal\aged. cast 
glasi. door fronts from old Herman RIiller t asmz orl,, \+it11 
occ a4onal 1 edar lattice inserts. The  glass arid cedar panels are 
wrapped around the supporting building 1 olurrie like a large 
hlanltet suhpended a distance from the tar paper underneath. 
forming an air pocket that heats up  during the da j  and helps 
keep tlie building warm at night. The  cedar \tar used for ~ i s u a l  

relief and in p l acv  \\here clittirig tlit. +a< noultl I i a ~ e  I~eeri 
difficult - around the post \\all coririec tion\ 1 0 1  i~~stanc e. The 
pat( h\zo~l\ pattern de~eloped here un the wldr tdc ade. out of 
rlec e~sit!. 4ltlioug11 the lime14 had oripindlh 11evn onv 11nifor111 
-ize. sorrw had lirolien. cliipl~cd o~ vrac l\etl. and lidd to l w  I ut - .  
tloun. Exen the application ~nctliod i- reminiscent of quilting 
 technique^: s t r i p  of Ihugla- fir fro111 thr  warns into u l ~ i c h  the 
gla-r arid ( edar is fasterird. 1, on quilts. the iednif arr  ~ i i i h l e .  
Plus. tlic glass. t r d a ~  and batten\ are l a~e red  *patiall! libe 
\\ 01 en c loth. El en tlie interior \\a- made u4ng ieu irig and 
collage trclinicpies. The huiltlin,n \\as designed to lurit tion as 
130th a sculptor'i morltshop and li\ing quarters. The c olurnns 
march donn the cerite~ of the interior space maliir~g a natural 
dibision into t ~ o .  R e  inierted one ntw ~olurrie holising the 
bdthrooni. a closet. the \\ater heater: and a kit(-heriette. l t o p  
thi, box ii a loft sleeping area separating the one side of the 
\zorltsliop into tmo qnlaller ipat es. F e rnounted barn door 
tratlii on the ceiling. newt to the colurnns. and fabricated a 9' b~ 
13' g p ~ ~ i m  N all to suspend from the tracks. B, mo\ ing the wall 
fornard or bacltrzard along the trac 1's it is p o d ~ l e  to alter the 
special configuration of the studio to accommodate dif-terent 
uses. The liangirig \\all tlierefore ia simultaneoudj a stitc7hing 
dex ice and special dil ider. 


